94      THE FATHERS OF NEW ENGLAND

held the work of the Society for the Promoting
and Propagating of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
in New England, and they directed and guided
the labors of its missionaries, most notable of
whom was the famous John Eliot, apostle to the
Indians and translator of the Bible into their
language.

The most important business of the confedera-
tion concerned the defense of New England against
the Indians, the Dutch, and the French. The
Indians were an ever-present menace, near and
far; the Dutch disputed the English claims all
the way from New Amsterdam to Narragansett
Bay, and resented the attempts already made to
encroach upon their trading grounds; and the
French at this time were strenuously denying the
right of the English, particularly those of Ply-
mouth, to establish trading-posts at Machias and
on the Penobscot, and were laying claim to all
the Nova Scotian territory as far west as the
Penobscot.

Though the French, in their effort to drive out
all the English settlers east of Pemaquid in Maine,
had destroyed two Plymouth posts in that region,
the commissioners were called upon to decide
not so much what should be done about this act